
  

The Bible does not end with Easter. 

   

People tend to think or act like the Bible simply comes to a stop after Jesus is 

raised from the dead. There are, however, an awful lot of pages left after His 

resurrection. In fact, almost half of the New Testament occurs after Jesus has 

already been crucified and raised from the dead. That is quite a few books to fill 

with empty pages if nothing really happened after the Resurrection. Those books 

are filled with the accounts of what the disciples did after Christ was risen, but 

what many people do not always really think about, even if they know it 

intellectually, is that Jesus Himself appears several times in the Bible after His 

Resurrection.  

He does not simply disappear straight to heaven. In fact, Acts 1:3 tells us that 

after the Resurrection there was a period of 40 days in which the risen Jesus 

appeared to His disciples. If He was here, what did He do?  

For the 40 days that Christ continued to reappear on the Earth, what was He 

doing? Scripture, of course, answers that question. So, what does the Bible tell us 

that Jesus did in those 40 days after the Resurrection?  We will explore what 

Jesus and his Disciples did after the Resurrection during the month of April with a 

variety of devotions. 

What Did 

Jesus Do 

After His 

Resurrection? 



He Left the Tomb 

 

Why would the Son of God, who had just conquered death, bother to pause and 

leave His tomb tidy? The Gospel of John 20:7 tells us that the cloth which had 

been placed over Jesus’ face was not just thrown aside, but was neatly folded.  

Why?  

According to the tradition of that day, after a servant set the dinner table, 

he would wait, just out of sight, until the family had finished eating. If one of 

them was done, they would rise, wad up the napkin and toss it onto the table -- the 

signal to clear their setting. However, if they got up from the table, folded their 

napkin and laid it beside their plate, the message was "I'm not finished yet." The 

folded cloth served to whisper to those who listened, "I'm coming back!" 

He Appeared to Mary Magdalene  

 

Hold the control key and click the link below for a music video: 

Natalie Grant: "Alive (MARY MAGDALENE)" - Official Lyric Video - YouTube 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1GzOUnUN20


A great earthquake had taken place. An angel clad in brilliant white – the Bible says 

his appearance was like lightning and his clothing was as white as snow – rolled away 

the stone. In terror the Roman guards fell to the ground. Meanwhile, when Mary 

Magdalene and Mary the mother of James came to the tomb, the angel told them, 

”Do not be fearful, for I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is 

not here, for He has risen, just as He said He would. Come, see the place where He 

was.” Cautiously, Mary Magdalene obeyed. There, she viewed two angels in white, 

sitting where the body had been. The Bible tells us they said to her, “Why are you 

weeping?” Mary responded, “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know 

where they have laid Him.” 

 

Then, the Bible tells us, Mary Magdalene turned and saw Jesus standing behind 

her. But she didn’t recognize Him – apparently thinking He was the 

gardener. Gently, He asked, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who do you seek?" She 

answered, “Sir, if you have carried Him off, tell me where you have laid Him, and I 

will take Him away.” Then Jesus simply spoke her name “Mary!” She exclaimed. 

“Teacher!” then reached out to touch Him. Gently, He said to her, “No, I have not 

yet ascended to the Father. Go tell the others.'” Astonished, she rushed to 

disciples, announcing, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 

That Jesus appeared first to a woman is not something to overlook. During that 

time period, women were among the lowest of the low. Even after He was raised 

from the dead, Christ still looked first to the downtrodden. 

Then on the Road to Emmaus ... 

 

Hold the control key and click the link below for a music video: 



The Way To Emmaus - YouTube 

 

The Bible says two of Jesus' followers, Cleopas and a companion, were walking 

home from Jerusalem to the town of Emmaus “and they were conversing with each 

other over all these things that had come about.” On the roadway, Jesus 

approached and began walking with them, but “their eyes were kept from 

recognizing Him.” He said to them, “What are you debating between yourselves as 

you walk along?” They paused sadly. Cleopas asked “Don’t you know all the things 

that have occurred?” Jesus answered, “What things?” They said to him, “The 

things concerning Jesus the Nazarene, who became a prophet powerful in work and 

word before God and all the people; and how our chief priests and rulers handed 

him over to the sentence of death and crucified him. We were hoping He was the 

one destined to deliver Israel." 

 

... He Appeared 

 

And Jesus answered them, “O how can you be so slow in heart to believe on all 

the things the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer 

these things and to enter into His glory?” Then Jesus gave them a history 

lesson, starting with Moses and all the Prophets as “he interpreted to them things 

pertaining to Himself in all the Scriptures.” Finally they got close to the village 

where they were journeying, and He made as if He was journeying on farther. But 

they urged Him, saying, “Stay with us, because it is toward evening and the day has 

already passed.” And so, He went inside to stay with them. But as they sat down to 

eat, He took the loaf, blessed it, broke it and began to hand it to them. At that, 

the Bible says, “their eyes were fully opened and they recognized him.” And He 

disappeared. Amazed, they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning as He 

was speaking to us on the road?” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1L8sG6HYvL4


Then He appeared to 10 of the Apostles 

 

Hold the control key and click the link below for a Biblical video: 

The Risen Lord Jesus Christ Appears to the Apostles - YouTube 

 

The two men from the road to Emmaus found the disciples and were told that He 

had appeared to the women and now to Simon Peter. The two related how He 

walked with them, then vanished before their eyes. Meanwhile the doors were 

locked since the disciples were afraid that they might be crucified next. But 

suddenly, Jesus stood in their midst and said, “May you have peace.”  

 

And they were terrified, thinking He was a ghost. So He said to them, “Why are 

you troubled, and why is it that doubts come up in your hearts? See my hands and 

my feet, that it is I myself; feel me and see, because a spirit does not have flesh 

and bones just as you behold that I have.”  

And as He said that to them, He showed them His hands and His feet. Consumed 

with sheer joy, they were rejoicing and He said to them, “Do you have something 

here to eat?” And they handed Him a piece of broiled fish – which He ate while 

they watched. Then, He told them, “These are my words which I spoke to you while 

I was yet with you, that all the things written in the Law of Moses and in the 

Prophets and Psalms about me must be fulfilled.” 

The Bible says that He opened up their minds fully to grasp the meaning of the 

Scriptures, and He said to them, “In this way it is written that the Christ would 

suffer and rise from among the dead on the third day, and on the basis of His 

name repentance for forgiveness of sins would be preached in all the nations -- 

starting out from Jerusalem, you are to be witnesses of these things. And, look! I 

am sending forth upon you that which is promised by my Father. Wait here until 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kP3753Pc8-w


you receive power from on high. You will be guided by Holy Spirit, make sure you 

listen and receive it. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they stand forgiven.” 

But Thomas was not with them when Jesus came. When he returned, the other 

disciples exclaimed, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in 

His hands the print of the nails and stick my hand into His side, I will certainly not 

believe.” 

Then again to Thomas 

 

Hold the control key and click the link below for a music video: 

Thomas Song - YouTube 

Eight days later, Jesus appeared again, this time to the entire group. He stood in 

their midst and said, “May you have peace.” Then, He said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here, and see My hands, and take your hand and stick it into My side.” In 

answer Thomas said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to Him, “Because you 

have seen Me have you believed? Happy are those who do not see and yet 

believe." Then He said, "All authority has been given Me in heaven and on the earth. 

Go therefore and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them into 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all the things I have commanded you. And, look! I am with you always until 

the end of the world. He that believes and is baptized will be saved, but he that 

does not believe will be condemned.” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OX7FyMDLuTo

